
St. Paul’s Epistle 

October 2020 

PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO IN CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICE ON 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11th.  

Church Council will be meeting on Thursday, October 1 at 7 p.m.  Elders will 

be meeting at 6 p.m. 

A message from Pastor Quast: 

Greetings, beloved of the Lord, in Jesus' name! 

 

 September 14 was Holy Cross Day in the life of the church.  It is a day set aside to medi-

tate and reflect upon the instrument of our Lord's death—and our salvation.  The life of the church 

revolves around the cross of Jesus—for we recognize that the church has her beginning, middle, 

and end from the wounds that Christ received on the cross of Calvary.  Just as Eve was formed 

from the rib taken from Adam's side in the Garden of Eden, so was the church created by the 

blood and water that flowed from the side of Jesus as He hung upon the cross (John 19:35).  The 

water of Baptism immerses us in the death and resurrection of Jesus and all our sins are washed 

away (Romans 6:4).  The blood of Christ continues to be given to His church to drink in the Sac-

rament of the Altar every Lord's day—to forgive our sins and strengthen us unto life everlasting 

(Matthew 26:27-28).   

 We continue to be in need of such strength.  This past year has seen many trials and tribu-

lations, which people the world over have been struggling.  Pandemics, political and civil unrest, 

natural disasters like hurricanes and wildfires, etc.  Many of us have also suffered great personal 

tragedy and loss—be it the death of loved ones—worsening health—or heightened stress and anx-

iety, etc.—the world seems to be spinning out of control. 

 From where do we seek comfort, counsel, and aid?  From the Holy Scriptures, which de-

liver unto us the Lord Jesus.  As St. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 2:2, "For I decided to know noth-

ing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified."  Why?  "…but we preach Christ crucified, 

a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  For the foolishness of God is wiser than 

men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men" (1 Corinthians 1:23-25).  For the cross of Je-

sus, though seeming foolishness to the unbelieving world, is nonetheless the power and wisdom of 

God to save and rescue His people from sin, death, and the power of the devil. 

I would like to update you on what has been transpiring in the church these past months.  Since 

the end of June, we have reopened the church for live, in-person worship services, including the 

blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  Those who have attended have been following our Worship Safe-

ty Protocols that were mailed out (and are also posted in and outside the church building).  We 

have been blessed to be preserved from any spread or outbreak of any disease during this time—

and we fervently pray that this continue.                                                                                                                                  

        Continued on next page>>> 



October 2020 St. Paul’s Epistle 

Cont’d from page 1……… 

 

Since September the worship times have changed.  We now worship at 11 AM on Sunday mornings 

at St. Paul, following the 9 AM service at The Church of the Lutheran Hour. Between services I go 

home to shower and change my clothes.  While it is my sincere hope and prayer that everyone will re-

turn to in-person worship soon, I recognize that there are still many who are frightened and unsure 

how best to proceed (not only for their own safety and well-being, but that of their neighbour as well).   

 Rest assured, the online services and Bible studies will continue, and I remain available for pri-

vate Communion services at your home or at the church, whichever is more convenient for you.  

Please, do not hesitate to call or text me to set up an appointment (218.324.1948).  I look forward to 

hearing from you soon so that I may serve you with the Lord's Word and Sacrament, that your faith 

may continue to be strengthened and renewed by His gifts. 

In other safety news, in addition to following all possible safety protocols (masks, hand sanitization, 

physical distance, etc.), I continue to be tested for COVID every two weeks.  Thus far, I have been 

blessed to receive a negative report every time.  However, should a positive test result ever arrive, we 

will immediately suspend our in-person services and activities until the health authorities deem it safe.  

That will also happen should any other person in my immediate family test positive.  In the mean time, 

the Worship Safety Protocols will continue to be adhered to, which means that if I exhibit symptoms 

of illness, in-person church services will be cancelled until I am well again.  I apologize in advance for 

any difficulties this may cause.  Please pray for me, my family, and all our brothers and sisters in our 

church family, that the Lord may keep us healthy and safe during these difficult days. 

 I want to sincerely thank all of you for your continued support to our congregation: both finan-

cial and prayer.  Your financial gifts have allowed us to continue our ongoing ministry of the Lord's 

Word and Sacrament to those in need in our community.  Above all, your prayers have been heard by 

our gracious and loving God.  Please, continue to support the church in these ways so that the Word of 

the Lord may be a blessing to all those in need.  

 Finally, dear friends, I continue to pray the Lord's blessings upon you this day and every day.  

Remember to read and study Scripture, pray, and trust in the Lord no matter what.  Jesus has redeemed 

you by the blood of His cross and has adopted you into His family as His precious children.  Nothing 

can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  Rejoice in His goodness and mercy, and know 

that all the stresses and anxieties of this life shall eventually pass.  Re-

member the words of the psalmist (Psalm 103:15-19), "As for man, 

his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field; for the 

wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more.  

But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlast-

ing on those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children's chil-

dren, to those who keep His covenant and remember to do His com-

mandments.  The Lord has established His throne in the heavens, and 

His kingdom rules over all."  

   

God's peace be with you all.  
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 A Reformation Devotion from Lutheran Hour Ministries 

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” John 8:36  

On Reformation Day we celebrate the gift of God to the church through His servant 

Martin Luther. Luther reminded us of our freedom from the Law in the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Jesus told the self-satisfied religious leaders of His time, “Everyone who sins is a slave to sin” (John 

8:34). You see, they thought, “I’ve got it made.” They believed that their birth automatically made 

them free. In the 16th century many religious people felt much the same way: “I’ve got it made.” Birth 

and religious vocation give a false sense of freedom. Is it possible for lifelong church members with 

good records to make the same mistake – “I’ve got it made”? 

 

Another tragically mistaken group says, “I’ve got to make it.” People in Jesus’ day followed the Phari-

sees and tried to keep their religious laws to the finest detail. Paul once lived by those standards, 

“I’ve got to make it.” In the 16th century many struggled to gain freedom from guilt through prayers, 

fastings, pilgrimages, and indulgences. Is it possible that today many depend on church attendance, 

financial contributions, church work, and acts of service to make it before God? A hopeless task!  

 

Then we eagerly realize: The Son makes me free. Jesus Christ took on the slavery of the Law and 

died to atone for the world’s sin. God declares the world righteous for Jesus’ sake. “So if the Son sets 

you free, you will be free indeed.” When Luther discovered that freedom through faith in Christ, the 

gates of paradise opened to him. We rejoice in our movement from slavery to freedom and live in that 

freedom. 

 

PRAYER: Dear Jesus, thank You for making me really free. Keep me always in that freedom. Amen.  

MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND  (formerly Main Street Living Northland) 

LCMS SERVICE OF WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR Channel 6 

 every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced TV program that includes a 

30-minute worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS.  

The following is the schedule of upcoming services:   

September 27, 2020   Rev. Matt Kohl Our Redeemer Lutheran Church - Cloquet, MN 

October 4, 2020   Rev. Arleigh Von Seggern  St. Paul Lutheran Church - Marengo, WI   Trinity Lutheran Chapel - Cable, WI 

October 11, 2020  Rev. Rob Franck  Mount Olive Lutheran Church - Duluth, MN 

  



A message from former Vicar Martin Hill:  

Dear St. Paul’s, 

Greetings to you in the name of our crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ! Things are moving along 

here—I’ve finished up my year of vicarage in Houston, TX, and now I’m looking forward to my final 

year of seminary. In other news, I’ve gotten engaged to Amberlyn Tuma from Nebraska! We’re 

looking forward to all that God has in store for us. Thank you for your continued support and pray-

ers, it’s all appreciated. May God keep you steadfast in the faith.  

In Christ, Martin Hill 

Pastor Appreciation Sunday is being celebrated 

on Sunday, October 18th.   If you wish leave a 

card for Pastor, a basket will be available on the 

credenza.  

LWML News 

All LWML members are encouraged to 

attend our meeting on Thursday, Octo-

ber 8th at 7 p.m. in the church confer-

ence room. Masks are required and so-

cial distancing will be observed.   

LWML Sunday will be observed on Sun-

day, October 1st.  

 

Happy Birthday to these members who are celebrating this month! 

5th: Heather Kuryla    26th: Linda Spilde 

6th: Dan Johnson 

13th: Nikki Lucek         

19th: Ryan Christie 

20th: Mary Bacon & Leonard Morrison 

21st: Erlene Gorder 

24th: Alice Morrison 

 


